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Raised by Ferns
 

a memoir by  

Maya Jewell Zeller 

Born in a Pacific Northwest gas station to itinerant, 
countercultural parents, Maya Jewell Zeller came 
of age in a landscape where poverty, wildness, and 
self-reliance intertwined. Raised by Ferns traces the 
path of a feral girl craving both freedom and safety to 
a middle-class adult life shaped by academia, mother-
hood, and uneasy privilege.

“Lovely, vital writing that challenges and makes personal the 
tired conceptions and biases we have about poverty.”
—JESS WALTER, author of The Cold Millions and Beautiful Ruins

“No book has so thoroughly changed me as this one did: 
Raised by Ferns urges us to converse with our past selves and 
examine, mourn, and celebrate the ways in which they form 
the wondrous selves we are now.” 
—SHARMA SHIELDS, author of The Cassandra and Sasquatch 
Hunter’s Almanac

“A luminous meditation on growing up with empty pockets 
but a heart full of wildflowers, this memoir wanders barefoot 
through forests, riverbeds, and verses, gathering wisdom like 
stones. It’s not about what was lacked, but what was found—in 
nature, in language, and in the quiet, never-ending act of be-
coming. I can’t stop thinking about this book.” 
—JAMIE FORD, New York Times bestselling author of Hotel on 
the Corner of Bitter and Sweet
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A 2024 Washington State Artist Trust Fellow, Maya Jewell 
Zeller is the author of out takes/ glove box, winner of the 
2022 New American Poetry Prize, and Alchemy for Cells & 
Other Beasts, and co-author of Advanced Poetry: A Writer’s 
Guide and Anthology. Earlier collections include Yester-
day, the Bees and Rust Fish. She co-edited Evergreen: Grim 
Tales & Verses From the Gloomy Northwest. Recipient of a 
Promise Award from the Sustainable Arts Foundation, a 
Writing Fellowship from Oxford, and a Residency in the 
H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest, Maya serves as Pro-

fessor for Central Washington University and Affiliate Faculty in Poetry and Nature 
Writing for the low-residency MFA at Western Colorado University. She lives in the 
Inland Northwest with her children. web: mayajewellzeller.com
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Ghosts of Distant Trees 
 

a debut memoir in essays by  
Erica Watson

In Ghosts of Distant Trees, Erica Watson traces the layered ecol-
ogies of Denali National Park, Alaska—its vast, shifting land-
scape, seasonal labor rhythms, and the subtle politics of inhab-
itation. Through lyric and narrative essays, she explores how 
built environments like Denali’s single road shape encounters 
with land, gender, weather, and community.  
        Turning from iconic vistas to gravel, orange peels, and gar-
den beds, Watson asks what it might be like “to get to know 
a place without immediately thinking of what threatens it.” 
Haunted by fire and thaw, these essays resist elegy, offering in-
stead a complex meditation on belonging, vulnerability, and the 
fragile intimacies that persist in a warming world. This is writing 
attuned to detail, disruption, and the ethics of attention. 

“Watson is a sharp, unsparing observer and a penetrating thinker; 
literally and figuratively, she leaves no stone unturned as she travels 
from an Arizona girlhood to an Alaska womanhood. Watson has cov-
ered a great distance in a far country and brought back for us from 
that frontier the news we need to hear.”  
—Joe Wilkins, author of The Entire Sky & When We Were Birds 
 
By turns researched and intimate, questing and irreverent, Watson 
digs into the in-between glossed over by promotional campaigns and 
offers stories of living on land, among neighbors and beings, at the 
edge of the still-wild world. A unique and grounded voice in Alaska’s 
vibrant non-fiction chorus.”
—Christine Byl, author of Dirt Work & Lookout 
 
These essays explore how climate change, political upheaval, and 
declining infrastructure connects us all, even in those places wrongly 
considered ‘distant,’ and they do so with a tenderness of attention 
and care toward the lands, creatures, and communities depicted.  
—Sean Enfield, author of Holy American Burnout!
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Erica Watson is an essayist, writing instructor, knitter, and occasional commu-
nity organizer living on the boundary of Denali National Park. Her experiences 
in conservation advocacy, tourism, and environmental education inform her 
writing, which has appeared in Terrain.org and About Place Journal, among 
others. She is a graduate of the University of Alaska Anchorage MFA program, 
and a recipient of an Alaska Literary Award. Off the page, she can be found at 
ericarobinwatson.com, or hiking and skiing with her partner and dog. 
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