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8:30 – 10:00 pm                                         Saturday, September 29   Rotunda of the Exhibit Hall

The Nordic Baking Book edition of this post-Feast dessert party will introduce attendees to twenty authors who promise good 
conversation and company at the end of a long day. The relaxing environment will feature a wide variety of authors and styles 
and a wealth of new books to tantalize your dessert palate. This event is sponsored by our good friends at Phaidon.

Annie Barrows / Ivy & Bean: One Big Happy Family / Chronicle
Best friends Ivy and Bean return for their 11th adventure in Annie Barrow’s bestselling series for 
young readers. In Ivy & Bean: One Big Happy Family (Chronicle), Ivy discovers that children 
without brothers and sisters can get spoiled – and she’s an only child! The only sure way to keep her 
from becoming a spoiled brat is to get a little sister. Luckily, Ivy and Bean know just where to find 
one. Annie Barrows is the coauthor of the bestselling adult novel The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society.

Elly Blue / Bikequity: Money, Class & Bicycling / Microcosm
Space Race: Intersectional Feminist Bicycle Science Fiction Stories / Microcosm

Portlander Elly Blue brings two new books to the show, both of which center around bicycles, but 
from very different directions. Bikes Not Rockets (Microcosm Publishing/IPS) is the latest collec-
tion of “Intersectional Feminist Bicycle Science Fiction Stories” edited by Blue; Bikequity: Money, 
Class & Bicycling (Microcosm) is a collection of essays exploring bicycling as a means of social 
equalization. Elly Blue is a writer and bicycle activist whose work has appeared in many magazines 
and newspapers and has been featured on Democracy Now!. 

Dusti Bowling / 24 Hours in Nowhere / Sterling Children’s
24 Hours in Nowhere (Sterling Children’s), Dusti Bowling’s new novel for middle grades, takes 
place in Nowhere, Arizona, where four friends bond while hunting for treasure, facing up to a bully, 
and learning that anywhere can be somewhere special, even if it’s Nowhere. Dusti Bowling lives in 
Arizona with her husband and daughters, one bobcat, a pack of coyotes, a couple of chuckwallas, 
several rattlesnakes, and herds of javelina. Her first book, Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus, 
was an IndieNext pick.

Martha Brockenbrough / Unpresidented: A Biography of Donald Trump / Feiwel & Friends

Seattle author Martha Brockenbrough adds context to current events with Unpresidented: A Biography 
of Donald Trump (Feiwel & Friends/Macmillan). Written for older teens and young adults, Unpresi-
dented is an informed, well-researched look at the 45th President from his beginnings to his unlikely rise 
to the White House. Martha Brockenbrough has written numerous books, both fiction and nonfiction, 
for young adults, including the PNBA Award winning novel The Game of Love and Death. She is the 
founder of National Grammar Day and The Society for the Promotion of Good Grammar.

Nancy Richardson Fischer / When Elephants Fly / Harlequin
When Elephants Fly (Harlequin Teen/HarperCollins) is the moving new young adult novel from 
Hood River writer Nancy Richardson Fischer. Using themes of abandonment, mental illness and 
animal rights, When Elephants Fly tells a fast-paced yet thoughtful story of teenager T. Lily Decker, 
grappling with her family’s legacy of schizophrenia, even as she is moved to protect a baby elephant 
rejected by its mother and sold to a one-ring circus. Nancy Richardson Fischer, a former traveling 
writer for Ringling Bros., has published an array of books for children and young adults. 
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Rachel Fordham /
The Hope of Azure Springs / Revell Books
Washington author Rachel Fordham debuts with The Hope of Azure Springs (Revell/Baker Pub. 
Group), a tender historical romance set in a small frontier town. When a young woman’s guardian 
is shot and killed and she herself is injured, secrets from her past rise up and cause her to seek help 
from the town’s sheriff—hoping for justice and finding a chance at love. Rachel Fordham describes 
herself as “a bookworm turned storyteller that loves all things historical…” 

Peggy Herring / Anna, Like Thunder / TouchWood Editions
In Anna, Like Thunder (Brindle & Glass/TouchWood Editions), Canadian writer Peggy Herring 
blends fact and fiction to explore the early days of contact between Europeans and the indigenous 
people of the Northwest. In 1808, a Russian fur ship ran aground on the Olympic Peninsula. 
Although the entire crew made it safely to shore, several were subsequently taken hostage by the 
Quileute, including Anna, the 18-year old wife of the ship’s captain. Her story forms the basis for 
Herring’s moving and thoughtful novel. Peggy Herring lives in Victoria, B.C.

Barbara Kerley / Tigers and Tea with Toppy / Scholastic
Portlander Barbara Kerley introduces young readers to the life of naturalist and wildlife artist 
Charles R. Knight through the eyes of his granddaughter Rhoda in Tigers and Tea with Toppy 
(Scholastic). Fun and adventure await the pair as they explore New York City, from visits to the 
American Museum of Natural History and the Central Park Zoo to tea parties at the Plaza Hotel. 
Kerley is the author of several award-winning biographies for children, including the Caldecott 
Honor book The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins. 

Jane Kirkpatrick / Everything She Didn’t Say / Revell Books
Jane Kirkpatrick returns to the show with a new novel, Everything She Didn’t Say (Revell/Baker 
Pub. Group). Kirkpatrick imagines everything that Carrie Strahorn left out of her 1911 memoir 
about the years she spent traveling the West with her husband Robert; that adventures sometimes 
lead to disappointment, and pioneering a new country can make you ache for a sense of home. New 
York Times and CBA best-selling author Jane Kirkpatrick has published more than thirty books, 
most based on historical women of the Northwest. She lives in Bend, Oregon.

Tom Llewellyn / Bottle Imp of Bright House / Holiday House
The Bottle Imp of Bright House (Holiday House) is Tom Llewellyn’s new delightfully dark mid-
dle-grade novel. Gabe Silver hates his new life in the run-down Bright House Apartments, until he 
is given an old glass bottle with a wish-granting imp inside. Sounds wonderful, right? But when 
Gabe discovers that each wish he is granted means someone else loses something, each score adds a 
little more weight to his already guilty conscience. Tom Llewellyn lives in Tacoma and is the author 
of two previous novels.

Shannon Messenger / Keeper of the Lost Cities: Flashback 7 / Aladdin
Sophie Foster and the Neverseen return in Flashback (Aladdin/Simon & Schuster), the seventh 
book in Shannon Messenger’s bestselling Keeper of the Lost Cities series for middle grade readers. 
Author Michael Buckley describes Messenger’s series as “… a little bit Alice’s Adventures in Won-
derland, a little bit Lord of the Rings, and a little bit Harry Potter. “ Shannon Messenger is also the 
author of the Sky Fall series for young adults. She lives in Southern California with her husband and 
an embarrassing number of cats.
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Jack Nisbet / The Dreamer and the Doctor / Sasquatch
In The Dreamer and the Doctor (Sasquatch Books/PRH), Spokane writer Jack Nisbet brings to life 
Carrie and John Leiberg, two historical figures who left lasting impressions on the face of the North-
west. John Leiberg went from Idaho prospector to self-taught plant collector roaming the North-
west; Carrie, a pioneer physician, was intimately involved in social and public health issues of the 
day. Nisbet is the author of several books that explore the human and natural history of the North-
west, including Visible Bones, Sources of the River, and The Collector, which won a PNBA Award. 

Darrin Nordahl / Eating the Pacific Northwest / Chicago Review

From water, forest, field and orchard, food writer Darrin Nordahl gathers together the flavors and 
ingredients unique to our region in Eating the Northwest (Chicago Review/IPG). This beautifully 
illustrated book celebrates our indigenous foods with recipes for each ingredient, tips on where to 
find food-centered festivals, and looks at some of the larger agricultural, political and ecological 
issues behind the regional food scene. Nordahl lives in Sacramento; his writings on American and 
regional food have appeared in the Boston Globe, Huffington Post, and on NPR. 

Julien Perry / Seattle Cooks / Figure 1 
Home cooks can replicate some of the best restaurant food in Seattle with Julien Perry’s new book 
Seattle Cooks (Figure 1 Publishing/IPS). Eighty signature dishes from 40 of Seattle’s top chefs and 
bartenders range from starters and salads to cocktails and desserts, accompanied by mouth-watering 
photographs and easy-to-follow directions. Food and lifestyle writer Julien Perry has worked as a food 
editor for Seattle Weekly and Seattle Magazine, and is a graduate of the Seattle Art Institute’s baking and 
pastry program.

Trent Reedy / Gamer Army / Scholastic
Ender’s Game meets Ready Player One in Spokane writer Trent Reedy’s Gamer Army (Scholastic). When 
five video gamers are invited by the creator of Laser Viper to an exclusive tournament, they are ready for the 
ultimate gaming experience. But the game begins to feel just a little too real, and they realize that only by 
working together can they stop the terrifying objective built into the game. Trent Reedy has written several 
novels for older teens, including Words in the Dust, winner of the Christopher Medal.

Elizabeth Rusch / Avalanche Dog Heroes / Sasquatch
A lively narrative and sparkling photos make Portland author Elizabeth Rusch’s Avalanche Dog Heroes 
(Sasquatch/PRH) a compelling nonfiction read for grade schoolers. Readers follow Piper, an adorable border 
collie, from her beginnings as a timid shelter dog through her year of training, along with her other canine 
classmates at Crystal Mountain, to become an avalanche rescue hero. Elizabeth Rusch is the author of numer-
ous award-winning books for children on a wide range of nonfiction subjects. 

Paul Schmid / Little Bear Dreams / Phaidon
With simple colors and gentle lines, Paul Schmid’s new picturebook, Little Bear Dreams (Phaidon), is the 
perfect ready-to-snuggle bedtime book for the very young. Curled up with her mama, a little polar bear cub 
dreams of a whole range of polar opposites: bright snowflakes and dark, starry nights, hot chocolate and cold 
pizza, big love and small friends. Paul Schmid is the author and illustrator of nine critically acclaimed picture 

books, including A Pet for Petunia. He lives in Seattle.

tammy lynne stoner / Sugar Land / Red Hen Press
tammy lynne stoner’s debut novel Sugar Land (Red Hen Press/IPS) is a big-hearted southern story follow-
ing the long, wondrous life of a mostly closeted Texas lesbian, from teenage years in the kitchen at the men’s 
prison to old age in a trailer off RR 23, through Prohibition up to the Civil Rights era. Like a cross between 
Fannie Flagg and Rita Mae Brown, Sugar Land deals with big questions of love, acceptance and identity with 
a lyrical, at times humorous, voice. tammy lynne stoner lives in Portland.
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Trudi Trueit / Explorer Academy: The Nebula Secret / Under the Stars (National Geographic)
The Nebula Secret (Under the Stars/PRH) is the first book in Trudi Trueit’s new Explorer Academy series 
from National Geographic, a fact-based adventure novel with a talented cast of kids chosen to train with the 
world’s leading scientists at an elite school for explorers. According to Kirkus, “(t)his series opener … is a ful-
ly packed high-tech adventure that offers both cool, educational facts about the planet and a diverse cast of 
fun characters.” Trudi Trueit, who lives in Everett, Washington, has written more than 100 books for young 
readers.

  Karma Wilson / Bear Can’t Sleep / McElderry
Karma Wilson’s perennially endearing Bear and his friends return in Bear Can’t Sleep (M. McElderry/Si-
mon & Schuster), a new companion picture book to the award-winning Bear Snores On. It’s winter, and Bear 
should be fast asleep. But when his friends come to check on him, they find him wide awake. With hot tea 
and soothing lullabies, they try to help Bear fall asleep, or he just might miss hibernation time completely. 
Montana writer Karma Wilson has published numerous books for children, including more than ten previ-
ous Bear books.


