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Neal Bascomb / The Escape Artists / Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Seattle author Neal Bascomb delivers a spellbinding tale of courage and ingenuity from the Great War 
in The Escape Artists (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt). Drawing on memoirs and letters, Bascomb spins a 
remarkable story of how flying ace David Gray and a group of allied POWs engineered an elaborate plan 
to escape from one of the German empire’s most notorious prison camps. Neal Bascomb has written a 
number of best-selling and award-winning books of historical nonfiction, including The Perfect Mile and 
Hunting Eichmann.

Kate Berube / Mae’s First Day of School / Abrams
As the first day of school approaches, a little girl decides that she IS. NOT. GOING. 

In Mae’s First Day of School (Abrams), Portland writer and illustrator Kate Berube uses gentle language 
and colorful, childlike art to show how Mae overcomes her fears with the help of a new friend. Berube’s 
debut picturebook, Hannah and Sugar, received a starred review from Publishers Weekly and was nominated 
for the Klaus Flugge prize, which honors the most promising and exciting newcomer to children’s picture 
book illustration.

Deb Caletti / A Heart in a Body in the World / Simon Pulse
Bestselling writer Deb Caletti returns to the show with A Heart in a Body in the 
World (Simon Pulse/S&S), her remarkable new novel about a girl running cross-country from Seattle to 
Washington, D.C., and already greeted with starred reviews from Kirkus, Publishers Weekly and Booklist. 
Among her many award-winning novels for young adults is Honey, Baby, Sweetheart, which won a PNBA 
Award, the Washington State Book Award and was a PEN USA Award finalist. She currently lives in Seattle.

May-Lee Chai / Useful Phrases for Immigrants / Blair Publishing
A complex weave of cultures, generations and emotions is illuminated in the eight 
timely stories that make up May-lee Chai’s Useful Phrases for Immigrants (Blair/

Consortium). Chai’s beautiful prose and sharp-eyed observations about the Chinese-American immigrant 
experience reveal the pull of the past and the need to reinvent that is shared by all those starting over in a 
new country. In addition to her widely published short fiction, May-lee Chai is the author of ten books and 
has won several prestigious international literary prizes.

Yangsze Choo / The Night Tiger / Flatiron Books
Colonial Malaysia in the 1930s is the setting for Yangsze Choo’s The Night Tiger 
(Flatiron Books/Macmillan). Mystery, danger, ancient superstitions and modern 
ambitions come together in this compelling novel about the intersecting lives of a young dressmaker 
moonlighting as a dance hall girl and in search of adventure, and a houseboy on a gruesome mission for his 
former master. Yangsze Choo’s debut novel The Ghost Bride was a New York Times 
bestseller and an Indie Next pick.

Tara Conklin / The Last Romantics / Morrow
Following on the success of The House Girl, Seattle writer Tara Conklin returns with 

an intimate yet sweeping story of one American family in The Last Romantics (Morrow/HarperCollins). 
In this novel, poet Fiona Skinner reflects on the arc of her life, the family bonds and betrayals, choices and 
responsibilities, and the ultimate power of stories that led her to her greatest work. In addition to being a 
novelist, Tara Conklin was trained as a lawyer, working as a litigator and for a human rights organization.
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Lyndsay Faye / The Paragon Hotel / Putnam
Prohibition-era Portland is the setting for Lyndsay Faye’s newest historical thriller The Paragon Hotel (Put-
nam/PRH). “Nobody” Alice James flees Harlem in 1921 after an illicit drug and liquor deal goes horribly 
wrong – and heads for the farthest place she can think of - Portland and the Paragon Hotel. Lyndsay Faye’s 
previous novels include The Gods of Gotham and two other books in the Timothy Wilde trilogy, and the 
Edgar-nominated Jane Steele. Raised in the Northwest, she now lives in New York.

Seth Fried / The Municipalists / Penguin
In writer Seth Fried’s first novel The Municipalists (Penguin/PRH), two lonely out-
siders – one a neurotic human bureaucrat, the other a day-drinking and irreverent 

AI being – form an unlikely partnership to save the great American city of Metropolis from a mysterious 
terrorist plot. Charles Yu, author of How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe, calls The Municipalists 
“Smart, engaging, poignant and funny (not just book funny—actually funny).” Fried’s short fiction has 
appeared in McSweeney’s, Tin House and other journals, and in his acclaimed collection titled The Great 
Frustration.

April Henry / Count All Her Bones / Square Fish
Oregonian April Henry returns to the show with the paperback release of Count 
All Her Bones (Square Fish/Macmillan), the sequel to her award-winning teen thriller Girl, Stolen. Henry’s 
numerous mysteries for adults and young adults have earned her the Oregon Book Award and the Anthony 
Award, and she has been shortlisted as a finalist for the Edgar. April Henry’s new young adult mystery, The 
Lonely Dead, will be published by Henry Holt BFYR in January, 2019.

Elise Hooper / Learning to See / Morrow
Novelist Elise Hooper recreates the life of iconic photographer Dorothea Lange in 
Learning to See (Morrow/HarperCollins), a compulsively readable and empathetic 

portrait of a woman determined to go her own way as a wife, a mother, and as an artist. Lange’s images of 
the human face of the Depression, and of the internment of Japanese-Americans during WWII, still stand 
as powerful witnesses to history. Elise Hooper, whose debut novel The Other Alcott was an Indie Next pick, 
lives in Seattle.

Pam Houston / Deep Creek: Finding Hope in the High Country / W.W. Norton
“How do we become who we are in the world? We ask the world to teach us.” In 
Deep Creek: Finding Hope in the High Country (W. W. Norton), writer and teacher Pam Houston med-
itates on what ties her to the earth in an essay collection exploring the healing qualities of the natural world 
and our human responsibilities to the earth that nurtures us. Houston is the author of numerous books of 
fiction and nonfiction, from Cowboys Are My Weakness to Contents May Have Shifted.

Mitchell S. Jackson /
Survival Math: Notes of an All-American Family / Scribner

Illuminating a side of Portland few of us know, Mitchell S. Jackson’s candid new 
memoir Survival Math: Notes of an All-American Family (Scribner/S&S) tells of the calculations necessary 
for survival in the poor, drug-ravaged black neighborhood where he grew up. Jackson’s debut novel The Residue 

Years won the Ernest Gaines Prize for Literary Excellence, and his work has appeared in 
many journals including The New York Times Book Review, Salon, and Tin House. He 
teaches at Columbia and New York University.

Pam Jenoff / Lost Girls of Paris / Park Row Books
A packet of photographs found in an abandoned suitcase in Grand Central Station 
in 1946 sets in motion a fascinating story in Pam Jenoff’s new novel The Lost Girls of Paris (Park Row/
HarperCollins). Grace Healy, having found the photos, finds herself drawn to discover the fates of the 
twelve women pictured—all spies who were sent into occupied Europe and never returned. Jenoff is the 
author of ten previous novels, including the New York Times bestselling The
Orphan’s Tale. She currently teaches law at Rutgers.
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Stephanie Land / Maid: Hard Work, Low Pay, and a Mother’s Will to Survive / Hachette Books
Journalist Stephanie Land offers a personal exploration of poverty and inequality in America in Maid: 
Hard Work, Low Pay and a Mother’s Will to Survive (Hachette). Like millions of Americans, she spent 
years toiling at low-wage domestic and service jobs, navigating a tangle of assistance programs for survival; 
writing both sustained her and ultimately offered a way up. As a freelance writer focusing on issues of social 
and economic justice, Stephanie Land’s work has appeared in numerous outlets including The New York 
Times, Washington Post, the Guardian and Salon.

Diane Les Becquets / The Last Woman in the Forest / Berkeley
New Hampshire writer Diane Les Becquets delivers another riveting thriller with 

The Last Woman in the Forest (Berkeley/PRH), set in the treacherous wilds of northern Alberta. Fiona 
Barton, author of The Widow, says of The Last Woman, “I raced through this gripping tale in two sittings, 
only pausing to admire the stunning views of the snowy wilderness. Beautifully paced and twisty.” Diane 
Les Becquets’ previous novel Breaking Wild was a national bestseller and Indie Next pick.

Corinna Luyken (illus) / Adrian Simcox Does Not Have a Horse / Penguin 
Young Readers
Corinna Luyken’s gorgeous artwork perfectly illustrates a heartwarming story of 
imagination and empathy in Adrian Simcox Does Not Have a Horse (Dial/PRH). With text by Marcy 
Campbell, the book’s young readers will discover the value of kindness and understanding, and that friend-
ship can be the sweetest reward of all. Luyken’s debut for young readers, The Book of Mistakes, received 
starred reviews in Publishers Weekly, Kirkus and Booklist. Her forthcoming picturebook My Heart will be 
published by Dial in January 2019.

Kristina McMorris / Sold on a Monday / Sourcebooks
Kristina McMorris’ Sold on a Monday (Sourcebooks) is a heart-wrenching story of 

Depression-era America, a novel inspired by a real photograph that shocked the nation in 1931. When an 
ambitious newspaper reporter spots a sign reading “2 children for sale” on a farmhouse porch, he snaps a 
picture of the sign and the siblings sitting under it. The photo becomes the inspiration for a feature story 
that will make his career, but with some unforeseen consequences. Portland author Kristina McMorris is the 
author of four previous novels.

Kent Nerburn / Dancing With the Gods / Canongate Books
Sculptor and writer Kent Nerburn offers an open letter of welcome and encour-
agement to those seeking to make their lives in the world of art and creativity in Dancing With the Gods 
(Canongate Books/IPS). Sharing his own experiences and earned wisdom, Nerburn covers the artist’s 
journey from struggling with money and handling rejection to finding authenticity and artistic fulfillment. 
Kent Nerburn is the author of over a dozen books, including several on Native American history and spiri-
tuality. He lives in Portland.

John Straley / Baby’s First Felony / Soho
Northwest mystery lovers will rejoice at the return of criminal defense inspector 

Cecil Younger in Sitka author John Straley’s Baby’s First Felony (Soho/PRH). When Cecil agrees to help an 
old client find some evidence against her abusive ex, he instead finds a wad of cash – lots of cash. And one 

of Cecil’s maxims has always been: Nothing good comes of walking around with a 
lot of someone else’s money. The Woman Who Married a Bear, the first Cecil Younger 
mystery, received the Shamus Award.

Valerie Trueblood / Terrarium / Counterpoint
Terrarium (Counterpoint/PGW), Seattle writer Valerie Trueblood’s new collection of 
short stories, spans her acclaimed career, drawing from previous collections and presenting her new work.Trueb-
lood’s stories have been praised by the New York Times as “an exercise in literary restraint and extreme empathy;” 
her work has been honored as a finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award and the Frank O’Connor International 
Short Story Award. Terrarium is certain to cement Valerie Trueblood’s standing as one of the finest American 
short story writers working today.
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