
Education Committee Progress


We had our first meeting a couple of weeks ago and discussed the proposals that had been 
submitted up to that point. The committee is enthusiastic and excited about putting a great 
education program together. 


Of the proposals that we discussed, we thought that the I-Page Masterclass idea was great, 
but that it might work better as a virtual session. We discussed including a Q&A for the 
changes in the IPS distribution as well. 


Billie Bloebaum from Third Street Books submitted a proposals for a Romance session. 
Apparently, we’ve done Romance panels previously and thought that it might be fun to open it 
up to more genre. We’ve all seen genre sales go up over the past year as readers seem to be 
craving more escapism. The session would be aimed at providing guidance to buyers/owners 
who may not be as familiar with genre. 


We had another proposal for a session on IngramSpark, but the committee felt that a on-
demand publishing session would have limited appeal as most small/medium-sized Indies are 
still struggling to find their new normal as the pandemic is easing. 


We also discussed putting together panels on De-escalation, Managing Returns and/or Coop 
(or blending into a panel that covers these and other operational issues), Events/Social Media, 
Bookseller/Career Development (this one with a focus on some of the changes brought by the 
pandemic as well), and Jessica suggested a panel on how to buy with no/limited financial 
history as we’re all coming out of the pandemic with little sales information to go off of. 


Since we’ve met, we’ve had two more proposals come in. One was a request for a session on 
Edelweiss - similar to the I-Page Masterclass idea. This was brought up previously in our 
meeting by one of the team members as well. There seems to be a lot of interest in how to best 
utilize Edelweiss. 


The other proposal was for a Manga How-To session with a rep from Tokyo Pop. (I’m really 
excited about this one!) 


We’ll be discussing these two new proposals soon. 


We’re anxious to get our panelists lined up quickly since we’re working with a shorter timeline 
than usual, but we’re all confident that we can get it done! 


Thanks! 


