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FRONTLIST AT A GLANCE  
 
 

We Need a Reckoning 
Poetry, essays, and memoir by Women and Non-binary People of Color of the Tacoma, 
Washington region 
 
Edited by gloria joy kazuko Muhammad 
 
Release Date: Dec. 16, 2021 
ISBN: 9781736820919 
Price: $20.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry Anthology, Memoir 
 
We Need a Reckoning is a deeply powerful collection of poetry, essays and 
memoir by women and non-binary people of color in the Tacoma, 
Washington area. Organized into five parts – wind, soil, water, sky, and 
breath – and featuring creative writing by thirty-one contributors, the 
collection is simultaneously a rallying cry for the land and people we build 
our homes in; a spell for strength and safe passage through tribulation; and 
a celebration of the power and brilliance of women.  

 
 

Red Earth 
Poems by Esther Vincent Xueming 
 
Publication: Sep 16, 2021            
ISBN: 9781736820902 
List Price: $19.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
 
Red Earth is an ecofeminist poetry collection offering meditations on place 
and the making of home amid the ever-increasing racket of society. It 
embodies a new planetary politics of making kin with plants, animals, the 
elements, and landscapes to find hope and healing in a time of state-
sanctioned violence against the land and by proxy, its peoples. It is an 
ecofeminist act of solidarity with marginalized others and an artifact of 
social and environmental activism. 

  



Green River Valley 
Poems by Robert Lashley 
 
Publication: June 19, 2021            
ISBN: 9781733037587 
List Price: $18.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
 
Green River Valley, Robert Lashley’s third poetry collection, is an 
unapologetic and harrowing look at gentrification, racism, and personal and 
collective loss in his hometown of Tacoma, Washington. With each poem, 
Lashley asks readers to bear witness to his lived experiences there and to 
honor the people, places and memories that shaped him alongside the city 
we know today. Readers will leave this book asking, how do we build and 
honor a city’s legacy, and what part did we take in that journey? 

 
 
 
 
 
Moss Covered Claws  
Short stories by Jonah Barrett 
 
Publication: March 18, 2021            
ISBN: 9781733037563 
List Price: $19.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Sci-Fi/Fantasy, Speculative Fiction 
 
Moss Covered Claws, the debut short story collection from fantasy author 
Jonah Barrett, is filled with tales of anxiety-feeding demons, anti-fascists 
that travel dimensions, and the vengeful spirits of dead seabirds. Barrett 
mashes dreams and reality together in these ten macabre tales of speculative 
fiction. They offer a fresh, cheeky voice to Queer fiction and fantasy genres, 
delivered in this multiverse of forgotten dreams and broken promises.   



BACKLIST AT A GLANCE 
 
 

Terrain 
Poems by Gina Hietpas 
 
Publication: September 10, 2020            
ISBN: 9781733037556 
Price: $17.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
 

In her debut poetry collection, Terrain, self-taught poet and educator Gina Hietpas offers readers 
a way to return to the land with care and dignity. Drawing from a deep well of personal 

observation, connection and participation with the natural world, Hietpas’ poems explore themes of allyship, care, and 
ultimately, healing. On each page, the author invites readers to experience the highs and lows of health and illness, bravery 
and anxiety, and aging and timelessness as she has throughout her life in the Pacific Northwest. These poems are meant to 
be a respite, a pause in our busy lives to appreciate who and what surrounds us. 

 
 

The Art of Naming My Pain 
A collection of poetry, prose, and collage by Kellie Richardson 
 
Publication: October 21, 2019            
ISBN: 9781733037518 
List Price: $17.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
 

In an era of highly curated personas and unrealistic self-expectation, Richardson offers readers 
a stunningly honest account of her struggles with identity, relationships, mental health and self-

love. The Art of Naming My Pain collects Richardson’s poetry, essays and art as she navigates what it is for a Black, queer, 
broken women to seek joy in a world that says she doesn’t deserve it.  

 
 
What Us Is 
Poems by Kellie Richardson 
 
Publication: March 1, 2020            
ISBN: 9781733037549 
List Price: $17.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
 

What Us Is offers readers a glimpse into the head space of one of Tacoma, Washington’s most 
respected poets, Kellie Richardson. In her debut poetry collection, Tacoma former poet laureate 
Kellie Richardson turns herself inside out to let others know they’re not alone. 
 
  



Low Static Rage  
A poetry collection by Michael Haeflinger 
 
Publication: September 27, 2019            
ISBN: 9781733037501  
List Price: $17.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
 
Whether in the alley, in the woods or out the back door, the poems in Haeflinger’s debut 
collection create a soundtrack to a world thrumming with unease. They inhabit spaces between 

stations on the radio dial and ask readers to lean-in and listen for the quiet rage building around us. They invite readers to 
live in the “in-between” spaces they inhabit - where no one knows whether they’re coming or going.  
 
 

There Is No Other Way to Worship Them 
A short story collection by Samuel Snoek-Brown 
 
Publication: October 2018            
ISBN: 9781733037532 
List Price: $16.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Fiction 
 
There Is No Other Way to Worship Them is an eerie and mesmerizing collection of short stories set 
in Mexico and Texas. Nine stories are woven together with themes of violence, mysticism and 
failures in the pursuit of love. Characters and landscapes slip from one story to the next, teasing 
readers with a sense of magical realism mastered by Snoek-Brown. 
 

 
Still Clutching Maps  
A poetry collection by Christina Butcher 
 
Publication: May 2017 
ISBN: 9781733037525 
Price: $15.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
 
Still Clutching Maps is a poetry collection exploring Chicana heritage, power dynamics and 
identity. The poems highlight Butcher's cultural heritage as a young woman growing up on the 
U.S. and Mexico border, and her experiences travelling across three continents. They expose 
the author's evolving relationship to language, power, and loss. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

A Deeper Look at Our Titles . . .   



We Need a Reckoning 
Poetry, essays, and memoir by Women and Non-binary People of Color of the Tacoma, Washington region 

Edited by gloria joy kazuko muhammad 
 
Release Date: Dec. 16, 2021 
ISBN: 9781736820919 
Price: $20.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry Anthology, Memoir 
Keywords: Tacoma, Queer, Non-binary, Women of Color, Home, Puget Sound, Stortelling  
 
About the Book 
 

We Need a Reckoning is a deeply powerful collection of poetry, essays and 
memoir by women and non-binary people of color in the Tacoma, 
Washington area. Organized into five parts – wind, soil, water, sky, and 
breath – and featuring creative writing by thirty-one contributors, the 
collection is simultaneously a rallying cry for the land and people we build 
our homes in; a spell for strength and safe passage through tribulation; and 
a celebration of the power and brilliance of women. 

 
Featuring introductions by Krista Perez, founder of The Tacoma Women of 
Color Collective, and Brandi Douglas, owner of Multifaceted Matriarch.  
 
“As women and femmes of color, we carry stories of rejoice, of grief, of 
resilience, of defeat – stories that sit like markers on our bones so as we 
age, we carry them with us – stories that pulsate through our blood so that 
when we finally cross over, we would have already planted legacies in the 
tiny heartbeats of the next generations to come. It is no small feat, the first 
day we choose to begin telling our stories. These are holy days.”  –  From 
the introduction by Brandi Douglas, Puyallup Tribal Member, owner 
of Multifaceted Matriarch, and co-owner of both American Indian 
Republic and Bella & Belle 
 

 
Contributors  
 
Kim Archer 
Gaian Rena Bird 
Phebe Brako-Owusu 
Aleyda Marisol Cervantes, 
Judy Cuellar 
Paula Davidson 
Brandi Douglas 
Chanel Athena Estrada 
Katherine Felts 
Marissa Harrison 

Jasmine Hernandez 
Janae Hill 
Lauren Perez Hoogkamer 
Hussein Isha 
Eileen Jimenez 
Kathleen Julca 
Marisha McDowell 
Stasha Moreno 
gloria joy kazuko 
muhammad 

Celia Nimura-Parmenter 
Krista Perez 
Lev Pouliot 
Saiyare Refaei 
Kellie Richardson 
Katharine Threat 
Kaia Valentine 
Lydia K. Valentine 
Tina Văn 
Christina Vega 

Jesi Vega 
Jami Williams 



 

Red Earth 

Poems by Esther Vincent Xueming 
 
Release Date: Sep. 16, 2021 
ISBN: 9781736820902 
Price: $19.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
Keywords: Ecofeminism, Singapore, Ecopoetics, Earth, Nature, Environment 
 

About the Book 
 

Red Earth is an ecofeminist poetry collection offering meditations on 
place and the making of home amid the ever-increasing racket of society. 
It embodies a new planetary politics of making kin with plants, animals, 
the elements, and landscapes to find hope and healing in a time of state-
sanctioned violence against the land and by proxy, its peoples. It is an 
ecofeminist act of solidarity with marginalized others and an artifact of 
social and environmental activism. 
 
“Red Earth, as the title as vividly suggests, is rooted in the body of the 
world we inhabit, and is underpinned by an ecopoetics that grounds the 
human in the earthy. It is beautifully attentive to the breath and 
movement of the human body across different landscapes, alive to the 
intimations of each special place, and alert to the promptings of 
experience and memory. It is an assured, mature debut, real poems that 
renew your faith in the lyric, in the embrace of the human and the 
natural.” — Boey Kim Cheng, author of Somewhere-bound, Another 
Place and Days of No Name 
 
“Red Earth lures readers into lyrical and hypnotic dream landscapes, then 
transports us to the quiet yet grounded textures of her tender relationships 
with loved ones. The earth and ocean, nonhuman creatures, stones and 
fossils are alive and dynamic forces in her inner psyche. Land, inheritance, 
migration are themes engaged through an intimate yet questing voice…” 
— Lydia Kwa, author of Oracle Bone and The Walking Boy 

About the Author 
 
Esther Vincent Xueming is the editor-in-chief and founder of The Tiger Moth Review, an 
independent eco journal of art and literature based in Singapore. She is co-editor of two poetry 
anthologies, Poetry Moves (Ethos Books, 2020) and Little Things (Ethos Books, 2013), and 
Making Kin, an ecofeminist anthology of personal essays by women writers in Singapore 
(Ethos Books). A literature educator by profession, she is passionate about the relationships 
between art, literature and the environment. Follow her on Twitter @EstherVincentXM. 

  



 

Green River Valley 
Poems by Robert Lashley 
 
Publication Date: June 19, 2021 
ISBN: 9781733037587 
Price: $18.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
Keywords: Tacoma, Seattle, Black Studies, Poetry, Gentrification, Hip-Hop 
 

About the Book 
 

Green River Valley is an unapologetic and harrowing look at gentrification, 
racism, and personal and collective loss in Lashley’s hometown of 
Tacoma, Washington. With each poem, Lashley asks readers to bear 
witness to his lived experiences there and to honor the people, places and 
memories that shaped him alongside the city we know today. This 
collection showcases Lashley’s signature, rhythmic eloquence and acuity 
more than ever. His narrative threads expose hidden intimacies amid 
trauma and ambivalence in the face of institutionalized racism.  
 
“The superpower of Robert Lashley as a writer in how generously he 
repeatedly and consistently works to offer you a place within the 
environments he builds. His relationship with place as a touchable, 
breathing entity and his desire for you to get there, too. Green River Valley 
is a book that continues in this lineage. You are present in the poems, with 
the buildings, with the neighbors and mothers and the songs of birds. So 
much gratitude for this offering.” —  Hanif Abdurraqib, author of Go 
Ahead in the Rain, and A Fortune for Your Disaster 
 
Green River Valley brings the epic scope of history into an intimate kiss 
with language and the body… And aren’t we  lucky to have someone 
capable of this depth of brilliance threading through language, love and 
voice? This book will deliver you.” —  Lydia Yuknavitch, author of 
Verge and The Chronology of Water 

 
About the Author 
 
Robert Lashley is a writer and activist whose  was a 2016 Jack Straw Fellow, Artist Trust Fellow, 
and a nominee for a Stranger Genius Award. He has had work published in The Seattle Review of 
Books, NAILED,  Poetry Northwest, McSweeney’s, and The Cascadia Review. His poetry was also 
featured in such anthologies as Many Trails to The Summitt, Foot Bridge Above The Falls, Get Lit,  
Make It True, and It Was Written. His previous books include The Homeboy Songs (2014), and Up 
South (2017), both published by Small Doggies Press. In 2019, The Homeboy Songs was named by 
Entropy Magazine as one of the 25 most essential books to come out of the Seattle area. 



 

Moss Covered Claws 
A short story collection by Jonah Barrett 
 
Publication Date: March 18, 2021 
ISBN: 9781733037563 
Price: $19.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Sci-Fi/Fantasy, Horror, Fiction 
Keywords: Olympia, Portland, PNW, Queer, LGBTQ+, Horror, Bullying, Anxiety, Monsters 
 

About the Book 
 
Moss Covered Claws, the debut short story collection from fantasy author 
Jonah Barrett, is filled with tales of anxiety-feeding demons, anti-
fascists that travel dimensions, and the vengeful spirits of dead 
seabirds. Barrett mashes dreams and reality together in these ten 
macabre tales of speculative fiction. They offer a fresh, cheeky voice to 
Queer fiction and fantasy genres, delivered in this multiverse of 
forgotten dreams and broken promises. For the faint of heart, don’t 
worry, Barrett’s stories – though dark and heady – will always leave 
you with a sense of hope. 
 
“Moss Covered Claws beautifully digs its way into your mind with a 
collision of heartbreak and inspiration on every page. Much like a 
passenger on a train who never wants to reach their destination, each 
story leaves you craving for more time within Barrett’s imagination.”  – 
Jennifer Dean, author of Bound and I’ve Been Looking for You 
 
“Moss Covered Claws is a dazzling menagerie of monsters – monsters 
that ooze from the mind and clamber from the sea, monsters that strut 
in Victorian velvet and hunker in interdimensional caves, revelatory 
monsters that will haunt your imagination and sink their claws into 
your heart.”  –  Julia Elliott, author of The New and Improved 
Romie Futch 

 
About the Author 
 
Jonah Barrett is a queer filmmaker, writer, and multimedia artist. Their debut book, Moss Covered 
Claws, will be released with Blue Cactus Press in March 2021. They have also been published in 
the Forest Avenue Press collections Dispatches From Anarres and City of Weird. Jonah has directed 
and written three feature films, a dozen-ish short films, and four web series—with their film work 
being presented at the Olympia Film Society, Northwest Film Forum, and Trans Stellar Film 
Festival. They usually find themself in old, haunted buildings or overgrown swamps.   
 

  



 

Terrain 
Poems by Gina Hietpas 

Publication: September 10, 2020            
ISBN: 9781733037556 
Price: $17.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
Keywords: Allyship, Caregiving, Nature, Pacific Northwest, Illness, Kidney Failure, Aging, Healing 

About the Book 

In her debut poetry collection, Terrain, self-taught poet and educator 
Gina Hietpas offers readers a way to return to the land with care and 
dignity. Drawing from a deep well of personal observation, connection 
and participation with the natural world, Hietpas’ poems explore themes 
of allyship, care, and ultimately, healing. On each page, the author invites 
readers to experience the highs and lows of health and illness, bravery 
and anxiety, and aging and timelessness as she has throughout her life in 
the Pacific Northwest. These poems are meant to be a respite, a pause in 
our busy lives to appreciate who and what surrounds us. 
 
“Hietpas delivers the visceral, highly–textured terrain of experience on 
home ground with all the fierce affection and honesty true residence 
requires. The poems arrive in your attention as sensations – you are 
‘white–knuckle still,’ you row out ‘through indigo gloom to troll,’ 
‘squirrels siege the walnut tree,’ and ‘the creek is depleted to a whisper.’ 
Your sense of honest words in the world, your grasp of animal courage, 
will not be the same after these poems take you.” — Kim Stafford, 
Oregon State Poet Laureate (2018 - 2020), author of Wild Honey, 
Tough Salt 

 
 
About Gina Hietpas  
 
Gina Hietpas is a self–taught poet, born and raised in Tacoma, Washington. Nowadays, she lives 
outside Sequim, Washington, on a small farm with her husband, a few cows and a passel of 
chickens. Her land is a habitat for elk, deer, coyotes and an occasional bear. It is, for the most 
part, a peaceful coexistence. Several seasons as a backcountry ranger for Olympic National Park 
shaped her deep connection to wilderness. She has worked professionally as the director of a 
non-profit and a middle school teacher. Now that she has retired, she focuses her efforts on 
writing. She has studied with Kelli Russell Agodon, Alice Derry, Holly Hughes, Susan Rich and 
Kim Stafford. Hietpas’ work has appeared in Minerva Rising, Tidepools, Spindrift and New 
Plains Review.  



 

What Us Is 
Poems by Kellie Richardson 
 
Publication: March 1, 2020            
ISBN: 9781733037549 
Price: $17.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
Keywords: Poetry, Black Studies, Heritage, Tacoma, Family, Queer, LGBTQ 
 

About the Book 

What Us Is offers readers a glimpse into the head space of one of Tacoma, 
Washington's most respected poets, Kellie Richardson. In her debut poetry 
collection, Richardson turns herself inside out to let others know they're not alone. 
“There are other humans out there 

burning alive  
praying for relief 
pulling weeds 
running fast  
waiting for flight.” 

 
– Kellie Richardson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Kellie Richardson  

Kellie Richardson is a writer, artist and educator born and raised in Tacoma, Washington. Kellie 
believes her work has one purpose: to be used as a tool for liberation and healing. Sometimes 
through provocation or confession, other times through belly laughs or tears, Kellie works to 
center the beauty and power of everyday folk and put some funk into the dread we call survival. 
She served as the Poet Laureate of Tacoma from 2017 – 2019, working to hold and curate spaces 
that centered Black, Brown, and LGBTQ voices. Her sophomore collection of poetry, The Art of 
Naming My Pain (2019) is also available through Blue Cactus Press. 

  



 

The Art of Naming My Pain 
A collection of poetry, prose, and collage by Kellie Richardson 
 
Publication: October 21, 2019            
ISBN: 9781733037518 
Price: $17.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
Keywords: Black Studies, Heritage, Tacoma, Family, Queer, LGBTQ, Healing, Community, Collage 
 
About the Book 
 

In an era of highly curated personas and unrealistic self-
expectation, Kellie Richardson offers readers a stunningly honest 
account of her struggles with identity, relationships, mental health 
and self-love. The Art of Naming My Pain collects Richardson’s 
poetry, essays and art as she navigates what it is for a Black, queer, 
broken women to seek joy in a world that says she doesn’t deserve 
it. This book is an unfolding of her journey, bearing witness to the 
possibility of life after self-loathing. Richardson’s voice is 
refreshingly candid in this sophomore collection, shedding light on 
issues we all face, though few have the courage to own in the public 
sphere. 
 

“The Art of Naming My Pain is both a vulnerable and fearless 
multi-genre collection. Richardson’s art, experience, activism and 
care pierces from the page into the heart and consciousness of her 
readers. Her essays drip in the rawness and scholar of Lorde and 
Hemphill, and the poems and visual work are like contagious candy 
to readers’ eyes and ears.”  – avery r. young, author of neckbone: 
visual verses 
 
 
 

 
 
 
About Kellie Richardson  
 
Kellie Richardson is a writer, artist and educator born and raised in Tacoma, Washington. Her 
work explores the intersection of race, class, and gender with specific emphasis on themes of 
love, loss and longing. She employs both classical poetic forms as well as contemporary mediums 
such as spoken word. Her work is provocative yet accessible, powerful yet vulnerable.  

Kellie’s debut poetry collection,What Us Is, was published in 2017, shortly after she was named 
Tacoma Poet Laureate (2017-2019). She’s also the creator of Brown Betty (2012), a blog providing 
armor and inspiration for real life and a place where commerce and community intersect to 
cultivate healing. Kellie is particularly inspired and called to explore the experiences of women of 
color, and the intersectionality of identities.   



 

Low Static Rage 
A poetry collection by Michael Haeflinger 
 
Publication Date: September 27, 2019 
ISBN: 9781733037501 
Price: $17.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry 
Keywords: Music, Tacoma, Midwest, Tension, Suburbia, Dissatisfaction, Art  
 
About the Book 

 
Whether in the alley, in the woods or out the back door, the poems 
in Michael Haeflinger’s debut collection create a soundtrack to a 
world thrumming with unease. They inhabit spaces between stations 
on the radio dial and ask readers to lean-in and listen for it: the quiet 
rage building around us. Haeflinger's poems channel neighbors 
who’ll never look each other in the eye, sons lost on mountaintops, 
and drivers sitting in traffic as the world changes around them. They 
invite readers to live in the “in-between” spaces they inhabit - where 
no one knows whether they’re coming or going. Low Static Rage is a 
dazzling showcase of Haeflinger's mastery of form, craft and style. 
 
“[These] poems ride the tension between the slice of the razor and the 
bleed. In “Metal Detectors” the persona asks: “What could possibly 
remain/after all these Saturdays/ scanning the earth? […] what’s found 
can’t matter.” In Low Static Rage, what’s found matters.” – Kevin 
Miller, author of Home & Away: The Old Town Poems 
 
“Low Static Rage is a meditation on the mundane and the marvelous, a 
dreamy inventory of the natural world and the fumbling of humankind. 

These poems double-back on memory, border jump, and sucker punch. Haeflinger reports us back to us with a steady gaze 
down the alleys, sidewalks, and splintering back roads of America’s broken heartlands.” – Krista Franklin, author of Under 
the Knife and Study of Love & Black Body 
 
 
About Michael Haeflinger 
 
Originally from the Midwest, Michael Haeflinger is the author of two chapbooks, Love Poem for the 
Everyday (2011) and The Days Before (2014), both from Dog On A Chain Press. In 2016, he released 
Let’s Don’t Be Crazy, a spoken word and music album. He is the recipient of the Rutgers-Camden 
Award for Community Engagement (2013) and the Amocat Award for Community Engagement 
(2017). He is the Executive Director for Write253, a literary arts organization in Tacoma, WA. 

 



 

There Is No Other Way to Worship Them 
A short story collection by Samuel Snoek-Brown 
 
Publication: October 2018            
ISBN: 9781733037532 
Price: $16.00 
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Fiction, Short story collection  
Keywords: Magical Realism, Texas, Mexico, Mysticism, Voyeurism  
 
About the Book 
 

There Is No Other Way to Worship Them is an eerie and mesmerizing collection of 
short stories set in Mexico and Texas. Each of the collection's nine stories are 
woven together with themes of violence, mysticism and failures in the pursuit 
of love. Characters and landscapes slip from one story to the next, teasing 
readers with a sense of magical realism mastered by Snoek-Brown. 
 
"No one has written better about submission to inevitability as an act of 
courage than Sam Snoek-Brown. In this collection of elegant, graceful, sad, 
beautiful stories, big predicaments roll out like the tide, sweeping along 
characters who understand that resistance and redemption are better pondered 
than enacted, that freedom is the freedom to stay afloat. These luminous 
stories … make us reconsider what it means to be human." — Debra Monroe, 
author of A Wild, Cold State 
 
"This is fundamentally a book about borders, about solid red lines, and how 
they’re crossed in subtle, shocking, remarkable ways. The people here are 
hurting and vulnerable, but above all, they’re brave, even when—especially 
when—crossing their own physical, moral, or emotional red lines … That 
Snoek-Brown writes with such compassion about our capacity for love and 
trouble makes this book beautiful." — John Carr Walker, author of 
Repairable Men 
 

 
 
About the Author 
 
Samuel Snoek-Brown teaches and writes in the Pacific Northwest. He’s the author the Civil War 
novel Hagridden and flash-fiction chapbooks Box Cutters and Where There Is Ruin. He also works as 
a production editor for Jersey Devil Press, and he lives online at snoekbrown.com. He’s the recipient 
of a 2013 Oregon Literary Fellowship and has been shortlisted in the Faulkner-Wisdom 
competition, twice for short fiction and once for his novella. He was also a finalist in the 2013 
storySouth Million Writers Award. In 2015, he was a contributor to the Sewanee Writers’ 
Conference.    



 

Still Clutching Maps  
A poetry collection by Christina Butcher 
 
Publication: May 2017 
ISBN: 9781733037525 
Price: $15.00  
Format: Paperback 
Subject: Poetry  
Keywords: Travel, Tacoma, Hawaii, New Mexico, Southwest, Chicana, Yukon, Border Poems 
 
About the Book 
 

Still Clutching Maps is a poetry collection exploring Chicana heritage, power 
dynamics and identity. The poems inside delve into Butcher's experiences of 
living and travelling through the American southwest, Hawaiian Islands, 
Pacific Northwest, Yukon Territory, Alaska, and India. They’re honest and 
self-exploratory, highlighting Butcher's cultural heritage as a young woman 
growing up on the U.S. and Mexico border. The poems in this collection are 
steeped in raw imagery. They expose the author's evolving relationship to 
language, power and loss. 
 
“In her debut collection, Butcher achieves provocative imagery that reminds 
us of what makes poetry both beautiful and powerful. These verses provide 
an intimate encounter with her soul. Looking forward to more.” – D.L. 
Fowler, author of Bittersweet: Poems & Essays  

“Butcher bears witness to her world: her time in the military, her Mexican-
American heritage, her relationships in well-crafted lines … (and) also shows 
a progression of modern language.” – Joshua Swainston, author of 
Tacoma Pill Junkies and editor of  Creative Colloquy Volumes 1-2 

 

 

 

About the Author 
 
Christina Butcher is a Queer Chicana poet, publisher, and veteran from New Mexico. She has a 
passion for storytelling and community involvement. She’s a bookseller at King’s Books and a 
teaching artist at Write253. She’s also worked as a freelance writer since exiting the military in 
2016. Her work has appeared in City Arts, Creative Colloquy, Grit City Magazine, Hilltop Action Journal, 
OLY ARTS, The Ranger, VOICE Magazine and Weekly Volcano. Follow Christina on Twitter 
@bluecactuspress and Instagram @ccthemighty and @bluecactuspress. 
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