
2013 PNBA Awards Committee Report by Tegan Tigani, 2012-2013 chair 

The Awards Committee met at the fall tradeshow. We used Google spreadsheets this year to 
track our reading. Before the show, committee members had marked all nominees with “Yes,” 
“No,” and “Maybe.”  This made it easy for us to sort books into ones worthy of discussion and 
those not award material. We had shared enthusiasm via email throughout the award season, 
so communication had already been good. We were able to quickly focus from over 200 titles 
down to about 35 titles. It was very helpful to have had over a month between the end of the 
nominations and our first meeting; I think this timeline was ideal for the readers on the 
committee.

Everyone revisited the top titles in the next few weeks and stack ranked their top 12 books. We 
shared the spreadsheets with our stack rankings, then had a conference call on October 30 to 
determine the 12 for the shortlist and the final 6 to receive the award. We finished in what I 
believe might be a record-breaking one hour! 

The shortlist was announced in mid-November. Winners were announced on January 7. We 
thought our shortlist contained a nice variety of genres, and it was a particularly strong year for 
poetry. The award winners (starred) and shortlisted titles are:
*1. Blasphemy by Sherman Alexie
*2. The Revised Fundamentals of Caregiving by Jonathan Evison
*3. Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey
*4. On the Spectrum of Possible Deaths by Lucia Perillo
*5. Alif the Unseen by G. Willow Wilson
*6. Wild by Cheryl Strayed
7. The Orchardist by Amanda Coplin
8. Where’d You Go, Bernadette by Maria Semple
9. Glaciers by Alexis M. Smith
10. Plume by Katherine Flenniken
11. Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher by Timothy Egan
12. The Art of Urban Sketching by Gabriel Companario

Some people have commented to me about the lack of kids/YA titles. We awarded based on 
what we perceive as merit, not any sort of quota. For the future, the committee may want to 
compare our awards with those of other regional associations to consider whether to aim for at 
least one kids/YA, one fiction, one non-fiction in the top six. 

Christine Deavel of Open Books has agreed to serve as Chair this year, with four new 
committee members joining. Thanks to all who served.

Please link to the winners and their essays appearing on nwbookslovers.org and consider in-
store displays to promote. Thank you!


